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Views from the Chronicle of 
Higher Education
• …the Commission … stopped short of calling for mandatory testing of 
college students, [but] other provisions in the final draft of its report 
have caused consternation among some higher-education leaders.
• The report also pushes for changes to make the accreditation 
process more open, urges professors to take the lead in defining
educational objectives for their students, and supports a database 
that would allow parents, students, and policy-makers to compare 
institutions.     Chronicle, Sept 1, 2006, p42
• College-bound students face not only the issues of access [to 
college], but also that of readiness. . . When students arrive 
unprepared to do the work, it’s time-consuming and costly to get 
them up to speed.       Chronicle, Oct 14, 2005, p16
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Curriculum Standards
Plusses and Minuses
• The pressure of NCLB accountability has led principals and teachers to 
direct time and resources toward language arts and mathematics, and, due 
to limited hours . . , to diminishing time for science. Marx & Harris, 2006, p 469
• Standards-based biology instruction would begin with engaging inquiry with
materials, followed by discussion and then explanations, the opposite 
sequence from traditional instruction.   Leonard & Penick, 2005, p 74
• There is now a greater emphasis on quality teaching and accountability at 
the local level. Agricultural education must make sure that its curriculum is 
current and viable. Changes have been so rapid in agriculture that often it is 
difficult for agricultural education to keep pace.    Stewart, et al, 2004, p 61
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the University of Delaware
Last Words . . .
• Major improvements are needed in our approach to the teaching 
of science . . . at the college and university level as well as at the 
pre-college level, and we should not leave it to any separate 
group to lead the way toward improved learning and 
understanding.  --Moore, 2006
• Agricultural experts indicated that youth in agriculture was a 
significant issue, . . . a positive sign for the agricultural 
education community since it indicates that there is a need for 
more youth to pursue involvement in agriculture.  The fact that 
agricultural experts see this . . . need indicates that there is a 
high need for what agriculture education does.   --Stewart, et al, 
2004, p. 63.
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